
CHAPTER 2 - CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS 

In order fo r the f i n d i n g s o f any i n v e s t i g a t i o n to have 

maximum u t i l i s a t i o n , i t i s Important that the concepts employed 

are f u l l y expla ined and have general app l icat ion. To th is end, 

th is chapter i s devoted to explaining some basic terminology used 

in th is repor t . The term "population" i s defined in each context 

t h a t i t occurs and careful at tent ion is given to the explanation 

o f the popu la t i on concept used In most of the tables; i . e . , the 

n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l c i v i l i a n population. Other Important popula­

t i o n sub-groups discussed are the economical ly a c t i v e , the 

labour f o r c e , f o r e i g n bo rn , l o c a l born. In ternal migrants and 

population residing in pr ivate houjseholds. The chapter ends with 

a d iscuss ion o f the concepts o f household, head of household, 

dwellings and I n s t i t u t i o n s . 

DEMOGRAPHIC CONCEPTS OF POPULATION 

Total Population 

The composi t ion of the popu la t i on descr ibed as "To ta l " 

v a r i e s f o r d i f f e r e n t countr ies, but, despite an i n f i n i t e number 

o f v a r i a t i o n s , population is usually described as "de facto" or 

"de j u r e " . A t r ue de facto or present In-area concept implies 

t ha t a l l persons p h y s i c a l l y present in the country - residents 

and non- res iden ts a l i k e - have been counted in the local area 

where they were found at the t ime of the census. The de Jure 

count , i n contrast, comprises a l l persons who normally reside in 

the a rea , i r respect ive of where they might have been at the time 

o f the census. As in 1960 and 1970, the Bermuda Census employed 

a mod i f ied de facto approach. I t was modified in the sense that 

people ord inar i l y resident in Bermuda but on short-term vacations 

ou ts ide the i s l a n d were inc luded i n t h i s count i f they l e f t 

Bermuda dur ing the per iod of enumeration and returned on or 

before May 23rd. 

The t o t a l popu la t i on inc luded t he re fo re a l l persons who 

s l e p t in these Is lands on May 12 p lus persons on short-term 

vacation. 

Resident Populatlcn 

Th is i s de f ined as the de fac to popu la t i on o r d i n a r i l y 

r es i den t i n Bermuda. I t includes Bermudians, imported workers, 

the i n s t i t u t i o n a l population and foreign armed forces personnel 

23 



and t h e i r dependents l i v i n g o f f base. The i n s t i t u t i o n a l popula­

t i o n r e f e r s to the inmates of hospi ta ls , pr isons, sani tar ia and 

homes f o r the aged. The resident population excludes v i s i t o r s , 

Bermudians studying abroad or on long-term vacation and foreign 

armed fo rces l i v i n g on bases. The inclusion of foreign armed 

fo rces and t h e i r dependents l i v i n g o f f base In the resident 

popu la t ion is a departure from the practice in previous censuses 

when they formed a substantial part of the de facto populat ion. 

Since 1970, however, t h e i r numbers have dwindled to less than 

500. 

C i v i l i an F^u la t i on 

Th i s i s the popu la t i on o r d i n a r i l y r es i den t i n Bermuda 

including the foreign armed forces personnel and the i r dependents 

l i v i n g o f f bases. 

C i v i l i a n Non- Inst i tu t ional Population 

This i s the population analysed in a l l Census tables except 

the f i r s t . I t i s the de fac to popu la t i on who are o rd inar i l y 

r e s i d e n t i n these i s l ands but excludes f o r e i g n armed forces 

l i v i n g on bases and persons residing in i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

THE MIGRANT POPULATION 

Foreign-Born Population 

Th i s inc ludes the de fac to n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l c i v i l i a n 

popu la t i on who were born abroad. In the case of ch i ld ren , the 

count ry o f b i r t h was. taken to be the country of ordinary r e s i ­

dence of the mother. Thus a ch i l d born In the U.S.A. to a person 

o r d i n a r i l y r es i den t i n Bermuda would be c lass i f ied as Bennuda-

bo rn . Note, however, t ha t c h i l d r e n a lso were c lass i f i ed as 

Bermuda-born i f they were born i n Bermuda to wonen working on 

con t rac t to l o c a l f i rms or to wives of men cn such contracts. 

Local Born Population 

The l o c a l - b o r n (or Bermuda-born) populat ion were the de 

f a c t o n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l c i v i l i a n popu la t ion who were twrn in 

Bermuda o r , i f born abroad, had mothers who were o rd inar i l y 

resident in Bermuda at the time of b i r t h . 

The concepts of Fore ign-born and Bermuda-born are not to 

be confused w i th Bermudian S t a t u s . Many of the f o r e i ^ born 

w i l l have Bermudian Status and some of the Bennuda born may not 

have Bermudian S ta tus , as would be the case i f neither parent 

possesses Bermudian Status t h o u ^ o rd ina r i l y resident in Bennuda. 
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Local-Born Movers and Non-Movers 

A "mover" or " i n t e rna l migrant" i s defined as a person who 

i s Bermuda-born and o r d i n a r i l y resident In Bermuda who, at the 

t ime of the Census, was l i v i n g in a parish d i f fe ren t from t^iat 

i n which he/she was "born" i . e . , where his/her mother resided at 

the time of his/her b i r t h . A "non-mover" i s a person ord inar i l y 

r es i den t i n Bermuda who, at the time of the Census, was o rd in ­

a r i l y resident In the same parish in which he/she was born. The 

s i g n i f i c a n t p o i n t about non-movers was that i t was considered 

a s u f f i c i e n t c r i t e r i o n , that at the time of the Census enumera­

t i o n , they res ided i n the pa r i sh of t h e i r b i r t h . I f tha t 

was the case, a l l intervening moves were ignored. 

ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION 

Next to the concept of population, the economically act ive 

popu la t i on i s perhaps the most impor tant i n the popu la t ion 

Census. The term Is used to describe a l l persons of ei ther sex 

who f u r n i s h the supply of labour for the production of economic 

goods and se rv i ces du r ing the time-reference period chosen for 

the i n v e s t i g a t i o n . I t i nc ludes both persons in the c i v i l i a n 

labour fo rce and those serv ing i n the domestic armed forces. 

Bermuda employed a s i m i l a r d e f i n i t i o n during the 1980 Census. 

The term "Labour Force" I s used h e r e , as in North America, 

on ly to descr ibe economic a c t i v i t y dur ing the week preceding 

enumerat ion. As a r e s u l t , the t ime- re fe rence pe r iod being 

considered i s one week and not the preceding twelve months 

as used in the other Caribbean countr ies. 

The labour fo rce is a combination of three major groups of 

persons: 

(a) The working popu la t i on - comprised of persons who 

worked for any length of time during the week preceding 

the Census Ehimeration; 

(b) Persons seeking the i r f i r s t job - comprised of persons 

who repor ted t h e i r main a c t i v i t y during the week of 

enumeration as seeking work, but who up to the time of 

enumeration had never worked; 

(c) Other seekers - comprised of persons, other than those 

persons seeking t h e i r f i r s t j o b , who did not work at 

a l l d u r i n g the week preceding the Census and who 

reported the i r main ac t i v i t y as seeking work. 

POPULATION RESIDING IN PRIVATE HOUSEHOLDS 

The population residing in pr ivate households, which is used 

in the tabu la t ions o f hous ing , d i f f e r s from the t o t a l resident 
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population in the fol lowing ways. I t excludes the ent i re popula­

t i o n i n i n s t i t u t i o n s or group d w e l l i n g s . Hence, i t excludes 

nurses, pol ice and hotel s t a f f l i v i n g in barracks or dormitor ies, 

a l though these are inc luded I n the popu la t i on used f o r the 

analysis of the resident population. I t includes tour is ts l i v i n g 

i n p r i v a t e dwe l l i ngs or i n guest houses w i th l ess than s i x 

occupants , al though these are excluded from the analysis of the 

resident populat ion. Except for these modif icat ions, the popula­

t i o n res id ing in pr ivate households consists of more than 95* of 

the resident populat ion. 

HOUSEHOLD 

The concept of household applied in the 1980 Census d i f fe red 

cons iderab ly from that used In the Caribbean. In 1980, a house­

ho ld was de f i ned simply as the occupants of a pr ivate dwel l ing. 

Hence, once the enumerator de f ined the dwe l l i ng p l a c e , a l l 

persons l i v i n g w i t h i n tha t dwe l l i ng p lace were described as 

members of the household. Thus the Bermucla Census did not permit 

the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f multl-houjsehold dwellings should such be 

deemed to e x i s t . 

The dec i s i on to use t h i s de f i n i t i on of household resulted 

from the exper ience of the 1970 Census when jDnly 44 m u l t i -

household dwellings were I den t i f i ed . Given such a low frequency 

of occur rence, i t seemed point less to continue with the rather 

complex de f in i t i on employed in the Caribbean countr ies. 

The Head of the Household 

For Census purposes every household mujst have a head. The 

head of the household i s the person, man or woman, vrfio carr ies 

the main r e s p o n s i b i l i t y fo r the a f f a i r s of the household. In 

most cases the head of the household is the chief breadwinner. 

The person recognised by the respondent as the head was accepted 

as such for Census purposes. 

I n the case of a group o f un re la ted persons shar ing a 

dwe l l i ng on an equal b a s i s , t h a t member of the grotp whom the 

others acknowlKlged as the head was taken as such. 

A person running a guest house or s imi lar establishment 

t ha t ca te rs fo r less than six guests was considered the tiead of 

that hous^o ld . 

HOUSING 

Dwelling Unit 

A d w e l l i n g u n i t i s any room or group of rooms used or 

Intended to be used f o r l i v i n g purposes and which has separate 

26 



access to the st reet or to a corrmon landing or sta i rcase. Thus, 

a house b u i l t for and occupied by a single household is a single 

d w e l l i n g u n i t , wh i le a b u i l d i n g s t r u c t u r a l l y d i v i ded i n t o 

apartments or f l a t s , each with a separate independent entrance, 

comprises as many dwe l l i ng u n i t s as there are apartments or 

f l a t s . 

In those cases where a nLrrt)er of households share a single 

b u i l d i n g , the area occupied by a given household i s a separate 

d w e l l i n g u n i t on ly i f occupants can get in to and out of their 

l i v i n g quar te rs e i ther by means of a separate entrance onto the 

s t r e e t or by means o f a common landing or staircase that does 

not pass through any p a r t o f the l i v i n g quarters of any other 

household. 

There may be more than one dwe l l i ng u n i t i n a s i ng l e 

b u i l d i n g , but there may not be more than one household in a 

single dwell ing u n i t . 

Un l ike i n the 1970 Census, a room wiiich is semi-detached 

from the house counts as a separate dwell ing uni t i f i t i s used 

by a domestic servant employed by the household - i t i s not part 

of the main dwel l ing. 

P r i va te Dwe l l i ngs : These are dwell ings In which private 

households r e s i d e . A p r i v a t e dwel l ing may be a single house, 

f l a t , apartment, ou t - room, or p a r t o f a commercial bu i ld ing. 

Empty Dwe l l i ng : The d w e l l i n g i s empty i f i t contains no 

occupants. 

Vacant Dwelling: The dwell ing is vacant i f i t has occupants 

but they are temporarily l i v i n g elsewiiere. 

Group Dwellings Ins t i tu t ions (Non-Private Dwellings) 

A group dwe l l i ng or i n s t i t u t i o n Is defined as l i v i n g quar­

t e r s in which the occupants l i v e co l l ec t i ve l y for d isc ip l inary , 

heal th, educational, re l i g ious , m i l i t a r y , work or other reasons. 

Such ins t i tu t ions are homes for the aged, orphanages, prisons and 

reformatories, san i ta r ia , re l ig ious c l o i s t e r s , m i l i t a r y barracks, 

f o re i gn bases, convents , monasteries and boarding schools. In 

a d d i t i o n , h o t e l and rooming houses c a t e r i n g f o r s ix or more 

paying boarders or lodgers are c l a s s i f i e d as Ins t i tu t ions or 

group dwell ings. 

Note, however, that i f w i th in the compound of an i ns t i t u t i on 

there are separate quarters for members of s ta f f s such quarters 

are considered to be pr ivate dwel l ings. 
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